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Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convener 
Finance and Constitution Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP  

 

___ 
 
2 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Bruce, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 27 January regarding budget process and timetabling. 
 
I note your proposal for Stages 2 and 3 of the Budget Bill to be on 8 and 9 March 
respectively, to enable some prior consideration of the UK Budget on 3 March.   
 
Prolonging the Bill’s passage of course has implications, including in respect of 
providing certainty for local authorities (which must by statute set their council tax by 
11 March) and other funded bodies, and in terms of the risk around the Bill securing 
Royal Assent by the end of March. 
 
Local authorities were notified of their individual funding settlements on 1 February, in 
a process and timetable agreed with COSLA.  Although the final overall position will 
only be known once the Bill is passed, I am hopeful that local authorities will be able 
to proceed in setting their council tax and budgets ahead of the Bill passing, as was 
the case last year.  However I am mindful of the issues that the underlying delay – 
related to the timing of the UK Budget – causes for local government, and for the 
avoidance of doubt I do not consider it to set a precedent. 
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In terms of the risk around Royal Assent, while I would ideally prefer not to extend the 
Bill’s parliamentary timetable beyond the first week of March, I understand why it would 
be reasonable to do so this year given the UK Budget timing.  In the same way I did 
last year, I will be writing to the Law Officers and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
to request their support in helping to expedite their considerations following Stage 3. 
 
Therefore I would be content to support your proposed scheduling, noting also that I 
would be content for Stage 1 to take place on 25 February as discussed, and 
recognising that the Bill’s timetabling is for the Bureau and the Parliament to 
determine. 
 
I am also grateful for your consideration of the timetable for the Spring Budget 
Revision, and look forward to my respective evidence sessions with the Committee. 
 

 
KATE FORBES 
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